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Staff Report
Lexington, VA Historic Downtown Preservation District COA
COA 2025-14 1 North Main Street Paint Refresh

ARB Considerations

Section 420-8.5.A. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) requires a Certificate of appropriateness.
No improvement, structural or otherwise, in the Historic Downtown Preservation District shall be
located, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired or demolished unless a permit therefor is issued by
the Zoning Administrator. No such permit shall be issued unless a certificate of appropriateness is issued
for such purpose by the Architectural Board and unless the location, construction, reconstruction,
alteration, repair or demolition thereof otherwise complies with the requirements of the Building Code
and other ordinances and laws applicable and relating thereto.

Section 420-8.6.B. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) directs the Architectural Review Board to
consider the following factors to be evaluated before issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA):

1. The historical or architectural value and significance of the building or structure and its relationship
to or congruity with the historic value of the land, place or area in the Historic Downtown
Preservation District upon which it is proposed to be located, constructed, reconstructed, altered
or repaired.

2. The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of such building or structure to such
land, place or area and its relationship to or congruity with the exterior architectural features of
other land, places, areas, buildings or structures in the Historic Downtown Preservation District
and environs.

3. The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, materials, planting and color proposed to be
used in the location, construction, alteration or repair of the building, structure or improvement
and the types of window, exterior doors, lights, landscaping and parking viewed from a public
street, public way or other public place and their relationship to or congruity with the other factors
to be considered by the Board under this section.

4. Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.

(Applicable sections of the Lexington Design Guidelines are:
Section V. Guidelines for Painting — Color & Placement on page X-4.)
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The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application. The
Board shall not necessarily consider detailed designs, interior arrangement or features of a building or
structure which are not subject to public view from a public street, public way or other public place and
shall not impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous with
the historic aspects of the surroundings and the Historic Downtown Preservation District.

Staff Recommendation

Staff finds the proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.

Prepared by the City of Lexington Department of Planning and Development for the ARB Meeting on June 5, 2025
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