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for over 3 stories. There was then lengthy discussion about height limits. There was a 
consensus that letter height be limited up to 12 inches for buildings up to 3 stories in height, 
while letter height be limited up to 16 inches in height for buildings over 3 stories. In regard 
to area of the sign, S. Spencer did some calculations for the 3 example signs brought by F. 
Benincasa. After discussion, the Commission decided that 10 s.f. for larger and 7.5 s.f. for 
smaller would suffice. There was also some discussion about the open face channel letters 
not having a diffuser. C. Hall mentioned his hesitation with an internally lit canopy sign in 
general, but he believed that if they are going to allow it, then the size proportions do make 
sense. M.S. Harlow also had concerns about the sign and clarified that the decision the 
Commission came to would be applied to all future canopy sign decisions, including the 
Gin. A. Glaeser further clarified that externally illuminated canopy signs would already be 
allowed in the code. L. Straughan inquired about the sign placement on a building in regard 
to various other canopy signs in Lexington. A. Glaeser clarified that no, there was no 
intention to have this particular sign anywhere other than the front of the canopy.  He 
mentioned that there are also additional guidelines for signage in the Historic District 
Guidelines book. S. Spencer offered the idea of writing in, “if the sign is internal to the 
structure of the canopy.” L. Straughan said she would be okay with unlit canopy signs on 
other structures such as the fuel station. After discussion, the Commission decided not to 
decide on color. However, there were mixed reviews on the allowance of diffusers. There 
was a consensus to allow channel lit signs with or without a diffuser in C-1 and that 
anything would be allowed in C-2. A. Glaeser asked F. Benincasa for a more specific 
example from the sign company by Wednesday, Sept. 17th. This would include information 
on lumens, brightness, and type of channel letter. The Commission had a recommendation 
for 600-800 lumens per letter and a recommendation for the warmth of 2700K. J. Eastwood 
noted that he would like to get a better read on what these suggested numbers truly mean 
before they make a decision. It was suggested that F. Benincasa come back to the next 
meeting with the exact numbers and a detailed drawing with other exact criteria such as 
font.  
 
K. Anderson had excused herself at 5:45 p.m. and T. Bates had excused herself at 
5:47 p.m. J. Eastwood moved to postpone the discussion to a date certain on 
October 23, 2025 for ZOA 2025-03: A request by Francesco Benincasa to amend the 
zoning ordinance to allow internally illuminated canopy signs in the C-1 and C-2 
zoning districts. M.S. Harlow seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. (5-0) 

 

26


	PC Agenda for 12-October 23, 2025
	9-25-2025 PC Minutes
	Canopy Sign staff report P.C. 10.23.2025
	Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment ZOA 2025-03 for Internally Illuminated Canopy Signs
	§420-20.1. Definitions.
	§420-13.5. Sign Standards: C-1 Zoning District.
	§420-13.6. Sign Standards: C-2 Zoning District.

	Article XX. Definitions
	SUGGESTED MOTION:





