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LEXINGTON ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 5:00 P.M. 

Second Floor Conference Room, Interim Lexington City Hall 
 539 E. Nelson Street, Lexington, VA 

 AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. December 18, 2025 Minutes*

4. NEW BUSINESS:

A. COA 2026-01: an application by Riddleberger Brothers Inc. for approval of a
Certificate of Appropriateness for screening of outdoor mechanical equipment at
106 E. Washington Street, Tax Map #24-1-7, owned by Brightspeed.

B. Discussion: Draft Historic Resources Chapter of the Lexington Comprehensive
Plan Continued.
1) Staff Comments*
2) Public Comment
3) Board Discussion

C. Discussion regarding the required notification of adjacent property owners for
significant COA applications.

5. OTHER BUSINESS

6. ADJOURN

*indicates attachment
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NOTES 

Lexington Architectural Review Board 
Thursday, December 18, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. 

Second Floor Conference Room 
Lexington City Hall 

Threshold:    City Staff:   
Present: Caroline Alexander               Arne Glaeser, Planning Director 

Brinsley Leadbetter, Administrative Assistant 

Absent:           Jessie Taylor, Chair 
Ian Small, Vice Chair 
Arthur Bartenstein 
Michael Perry, Alternate A 
Barbara Crawford, Alternate B 
Julie Goyette 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Caroline Alexander opened the discussion at 5:15 p.m. 

AGENDA 
Due to a lack of quorum, the agenda was not approved.  

MINUTES: 
Approval of the minutes from the December 4, 2025 meeting was tabled due to a lack of 

quorum. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Discussion and review of 2025 ARB Annual Report – C. Alexander reviewed the

changes that had been made at the previous meeting and decided they looked good.

B. Discussion: Draft Historic Resources Chapter of the Lexington Comprehensive Plan
Continued – While reviewing the Historic Resources Chapter, C. Alexander
recommended removing strategy 3.4 because it is mentioned in the second half of 3.7. A.
Glaeser and C. Alexander also discussed how to rephrase 3.6 because this strategy would
take a lot of time and resources that the City may not have. They decided to change the
language to “Consider expanding existing inventory…and evaluate new historic districts
where applicable.” They also decided to remove the 2nd sentence because they can still
solicit neighborhood and stakeholder input in the inventory without explicitly stating it.

They both agreed that strategy 3.7 was what the ARB would really like to accomplish in
the next 5 years. C. Alexander suggested putting the pattern book strategy of 3.5 as the new
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4.1 within citizen engagement. It was decided to remove 4.3 but keep the original 4.1 and 
4.2 because they fit well with the pattern book strategy.  
 
It was recommended to reference Roanoke’s Pattern Book when creating one for 
Lexington. It could be used as a supplement for the current design guidelines. Overall, the 
ARB would like to consider expanding the historic districts while also being mindful of 
property owners. They also discussed the importance of notifying adjacent property owners 
about new builds and additions to make everyone aware of the projects. Furthermore, they 
discussed how the ARB can go about overseeing additions with a possible zoning text 
amendment.  
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS: None.  

 
ADJOURN: 

The discussion ended at 5:53 p.m.  
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Staff Report
Lexington, VA Historic Downtown Preservation District COA 

COA 2026-01 Screening of Mechanical Equipment at 106 E. Washington Street 

Prepared by the City of Lexington Department of Planning and Development for the ARB Meeting on January 15, 2026 
Page 3 of 3 

2. The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of such building or structure to such
land, place or area and its relationship to or congruity with the exterior architectural features
of other land, places, areas, buildings or structures in the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District and environs. 

3. The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, materials, planting and color proposed to be
used in the location, construction, alteration or repair of the building, structure or
improvement and the types of window, exterior doors, lights, landscaping and parking viewed 
from a public street, public way or other public place and their relationship to or congruity 
with the other factors to be considered by the Board under this section. 

4. Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.

(Applicable sections of the Lexington Design Guidelines are:
Section IV.C Guidelines for Site Design on pages IV-4)

https://www.lexingtonva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1506/637661128242230000

The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application.  
The Board shall not consider the interior arrangement of a building or features of a building which 
are not subject to public view from the contiguous public street or streets.  The Board shall not 
impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous with the 
historic and architectural aspects of the building and its surroundings or the character of the 
Residential Historic Neighborhood Conservation District. 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff finds the proposed project meets the zoning criteria. 
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